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GODWIN SCHOOL 
Midland Park High School Graduate Gives Back 
Midland Park is extremely fortunate to have talented and giving students in their midst.  Sophie Mahoney 
designed and painted the new mural at the entrance of Godwin School this past summer.  Just a few days 
before leaving for Rutgers Mason Grove University, she dedicated her time to completing this mural.  
Sophie had her choice of Art Colleges to attend and decided that Rutgers would meet her academic and 
artistic needs.  Throughout her time in Midland Park Schools, Sophie’s natural artistic talent grew and 
took shape, which enabled her to create a portfolio for the college admissions process.  This was not an 
easy process, Sophie had to submit five quality pieces, twelve pieces showing her best work using a variety 
of mediums, and twelve pieces following a theme.  Her theme was most interesting as it highlighted 
mental disorders that were not well known.  She created 2D and 3D drawings and paintings to represent 


the various disorders she researched.  
The time and effort dedicated to this 
process paid off because Sophie was 
accepted to four colleges.  


Throughout her childhood, Sophie was 
influenced by reading about artists and 
learning about their style.  Rockwell, 
Monet, and Michelangelo are a few of 
the artists that had a lasting impact on 
her.  She most enjoys doing portraits, 
but doesn’t shy away from other 
projects.  She painted several murals at 
Highland School and the Senior Mural 
at MPHS. Sophie roughly plans out 
her art work but allows the project to 


take on a life of its own during the process.  In college, she hopes to take sculpture classes and perhaps 
find a new interest in the world of art.  We are eager to see what Sophie Mahoney will create next and are 
happy to say…we knew her when….


The MPEPTA spreads  
Thanksgiving Cheer!                  


The PTA showed their thanks to the Godwin Staff by personally 
delivering snacks and drinks to the classrooms.  This KIND gesture was 
appreciated by everyone!  We are truly grateful to the MPEPTA for their 
ingenuity and creativity.  We are fortunate to work in a community where 
teachers are valued and held in high regard!  
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P stands for Personal Best 
Godwin students know what it means to do their Personal Best.  At last month’s 
assembly, students were treated to an original poem by Mrs. Ragone, kindergarten 
teacher, about what Personal Best means and how to exemplify it.  



																I	n	the	word	pride,	the	first	le1er	is	P																																																																							


																	It	stands	for	Personal	Best,	which	is	different	for	you	and	different	for	me!	


Personal	best	isn’t	being	the	quickest,	or	coming	in	first	place	


Life	is	an	exciCng	journey	–	it’s	definitely	not	a	race!	


	 We	all	get	there	at	different	Cmes,	and	we’re	all	giGed	in	different	ways		


	 Personal	best	means	you	try	your	best,	each	and	every	one	of	your	days.	


Regardless	of	who	reads	the	biggest	book	or	scores	the	most	baskets	in	the	game	


As	long	as	we	try	our	hardest,	our	best	is	all	the	same!	


	 At	Godwin	School	we	try	our	best	in	everything	we	do	


	 We’re	smart,	we’re	brave,	we’re	strong,	we’re	kind	


	 We’re	an	amazing	and	talented	crew!	


But	personal	best	isn’t	only	for	when	we’re	here	at	our	beauCful	school	


We	always	try	hard	in	all	we	do,	because	being	our	best	is	cool!	


	 So	make	sure	you	try	your	hardest	and	take	pride	in	all	you	do	


	 And	remember	that	your	hardest	is	good	enough	just	because	you’re	you!	


Let’s Build a Tree 
Godwin students in grades K-2 collaborated 
on their first Maker Space Project.  After 
listening to Mr. Tamarin’s Trees by Kathryn 
Ernst - the first Golden Leaf Award Nominee, 
grade level students were assigned jobs.  
Kindergartners colored, cut and glued leaves; 


first graders traced, cut and glued construction paper leaves; and second graders cut, ripped and glued 
cardboard to make trees.  Students discussed the benefits of trees when they are alive during each season.  
Thank you Ms. Carr, for bringing this project to life!  
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Recommendations from Ms. Carr 
One of my favorite activities as a child was visiting the library and checking out books.  The librarian always 
recommended the most perfect book for me.  Ms. Carr is a wealth of knowledge and I encourage students to 


ask her for help when selecting new books.  Two new series to find their way to our 
library are: Owl Diaries by Rebecca Elliot and Ballpark Mysteries by David Kelly.  

The Owl Diaries series tells about the adventures of Eva the owl and her wonderful 
forest friends.  The bright and colorful digital illustrations, large 
type and speech bubbles make this accessible to emerging young 
readers.  The Ballpark Mysteries are the all-star match up of fun 
sleuthing and baseball action, perfect for readers of Ron Roy’s A 
to Z Mysteries and Matt Christopher’s sports book.  Each Mystery 
also features Dugout Notes, with more amazing baseball facts.  

Be sure to ask Ms. Carr about these interesting and enjoyable 


series the next time you visit the library.  



Let’s get to know…..Barbara Makela 
For the past twenty years, Barbara has devoted her time and knowledge to the school district that educated 
her.  Little did Barbara know that after graduating from Midland Park High School and attaining her Bachelors 
Degree in Elementary Education and certification in Mathematics grades K-12, that she would return to her 
roots and teach in the Godwin School.  For the first 6 years, Barbara was an instructional aide in Highland and 
Godwin Schools, and for the last 14 she has been teaching BSI math at Godwin.  Barbara’s favorite part of 
teaching is seeing a student have an “I get it moment”….she enjoys helping students and reassuring them 
when they make a mistake.  She reminds them it’s okay as long as you try your hardest and not give up.  
Barbara has a math mind and helps students to visual the concept to ensure they develop a deeper 
understanding.  She teaches them a variety of strategies until they become comfortable and can compute the 
problem independently.  Barbara’s students know how much she cares about them 
and wants them to be successful.  To Barbara’s credit, she received the Excellence 
in Scholarship from William Paterson University for achievements in her academic 
pursuits.  

On the home front, Barbara met her husband in the 6th grade right here in Midland 
Park.  Together they raised their daughter Siiri and opened their home to family and 
friends.  Barbara enjoys traveling and visits South Carolina to relax on the beach and 
spend time with her family.  Some of her hobbies include baking, sewing and 
reading.  She is particularly interested in technology and often shares new ideas with 
the staff.  She finds pleasure in working collaboratively with her colleagues and 
sharing information learned at seminars.  Over the years, Barbara has guided many 
new staff members and assisted them with the transition to Godwin School.  She is 
always willing to lend a hand and makes herself available for conferences and student support.  The Godwin 
School is truly fortunate to have Barbara on their team!  
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